EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE OF ABSOLUTE CONVERGENCE, PANEL DATA
The purpose of this part of the work is to analyze the absolute convergence of output per worker (as a "proxy" of labor productivity), with the following equation ((1) Islam, 1995 Table 1 presents the results of absolute convergence of output per worker, obtained in the panel estimations for each of the economic sectors and the sectors to the total level of NUTS II, from 1986 to 1994 (a total of 45 observations, corresponding to regions 5 and 9 years).
The convergence results obtained in the estimations carried out are statistically satisfactory to each of the economic sectors and all sectors of the NUTS II. Looking at the coefficient of convergence, we now find evidence of absolute convergence only for agriculture, industry and manufactured industry.
Are presented subsequently in Table 3 the results of the absolute convergence of output per worker, obtained in the panel estimations for each of the sectors and all sectors, now at the level of NUTS III during the period 1995 to 1999.
The results of convergence are statistically satisfactory all sectors and sectors to the total level of NUTS III. Table 4 presents the results for the absolute convergence of output per worker, in the estimations obtained for each of the manufactured industry of NUTS II, from 1986 to 1994.
The convergence results obtained are statistically satisfactory for all manufacturing industries of NUTS II. Table 5 shows results also for each of the manufacturing industries of the NUTS II of Portugal, but now for the period 1995 to 1999. Alert! This author has published many duplicate versions of very similar papers with slightly different titles, but without an appropriate notice. This may apply to this contribution, too.
EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE OF CONDITIONAL CONVERGENCE WITH PANEL DATA
This part of the work aims to analyze the conditional convergence of labor productivity sectors (using as a "proxy" output per worker) between the different NUTS II of Portugal, from 1995 to 1999.
Given these limitations and the availability of data, it was estimated in this part of the work equation (1) introducing some structural variables, namely, the ratio of gross fixed capital/output (such as "proxy" for the accumulation of capital/output ), the flow ratio of goods/output (as a "proxy" for transport costs) and the location quotient (calculated as the ratio between the number of regional employees in a given sector and the number of national employees in this sector on the ratio between the number regional employment and the number of national employees) ((3) Sala-i-Martin, 1996).
Considering the results obtained and presented in Table 6 (for conditional convergence), compared with those presented in Table 2 (absolute convergence), it appears that only in industry and all sectors is that the coefficient of convergence improve. 
